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Purpose
To establish a procedure on how to gross products of conception under 11 weeks gestational age or retained products of conception. Products of conception (POC) are any placental or fetal tissue left in the uterus after a pregnancy ends. Specimens obtained for products of conceptions can consist of villous tissue, retained placenta, fetal membranes, fetal parts, decidua, or blood clot.

Procedure 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk212149666]Measure the specimen in a three-dimension aggregate. Approximate the percentage of blood clot present.
2. Identify villous tissue, fetal tissue, fetal membranes, decidua, and vesicles (if present). 
3. Provide the pertinent negative: State the presence or absence of fetal parts and vesicles.
4. If all tissue is not submitted, state the percentage of tissue not submitted. 
5. If a large intact piece of placenta is received (50 g or greater), the specimen should go to a PA and changed to the PL service attending. Gross photographs of cut sections should be taken as for intact placentas. 

Sections
1. If definitive villous tissue is identified, submit 1 block of villous tissue. If there is clinical concern for molar pregnancy and vesicles ARE identified grossly, submit 1 cassette. If there is clinical concern for molar pregnancy and no vesicles are identified grossly, submit 3 cassettes. 
2. If there is no definitive villous tissue and the indication is “pregnancy of unknown location” or “possible ectopic”, submit 5 blocks of tissue
3. If there is no definitive villous tissue or fetal membranes and the indication is “retained products of conception”, submit 3 blocks of tissue. 
4. If only blood clot is received, submit up to 5 blocks. 


Sample Dictation
A. “POC” Received in formalin in small container is a 4.0 x 4.0 x 2.0 cm aggregate of soft tissue admixed with 30% blood clot. Villous tissue and decidua is identified. No fetal tissue or vesicles identified. 
Cassette Summary:
A1.  Villous tissue (ss). 75% of tissue retained
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